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Taking the Mystery Out of Mystery Writing
INTERVIEW THE POPULAR CANADIAN AUTHOR WHO 

SAYS THE SECRET TO WRITING SUCCESSFUL WHO-DUNNITS
…IS MAKING SURE ‘YOU-DUNNIT’ FIRST!

The life of a writer isn’t always easy and Debra Richardson believes that if you’re going to tell a story…TELL IT ACCURATELY!
Richardson, author of Don’t Believe Everything You See, believes her success as a mystery writer is not only based on her intricate plot lines and intelligent adventures, but on her exquisite detail.
“When I choose a subject to write about I literally ‘live’ my research so that my work is not only entertaining, but informative,” says Richardson.

This makes for an interesting life.  
When she needed background on the funeral industry she immersed herself in that business working all aspects of ‘death’ in a Calgary funeral home and, further intrigued, enrolled in a funeral director course.  

“There’s been a lot of controversy in the news about the funeral business with regards to the bereaved being taken advantage of.  I wanted to see what went on firsthand. I also chose to pack my story with valuable somewhat-edgy inside information on the industry itself and the attitudes of the people who deal with death so intimately every day.  I want my audience to feel the story.” she explains.
When Richardson wrote her popular book Flashpoint (2004) about a female arsonist she knew her words had to ring absolutely true.  In her quest to ensure that her technical information was correct, she spent months going through the fire department training academy, traveling across the country interviewing firefighters and says it was ‘quite a rush’ to go on actual fire calls to experience the job hands-on. 

Using her years of experience as a writer and her research expertise, Richardson will share her insider tips and tales on: 
· The importance (and fun) of ‘living’ your research and making it real
· What it’s like to work with dead people

· Writing for both men and women
·  Location! Location! Location!
·  The secret to keeping an audience coming back for more
·  Planning that ‘perfect crime’ without getting arrested yourself
Richardson says the most important aspect of writing her ‘who-dunnits’ is making sure her audience knows that what they’re experiencing through her words is the ‘real deal’.
“There’s too much competition out there to not put the actual experience right into my reader’s hands,” adds Richardson.
About the Author

Debra Richardson began her writing career with poetry and song lyrics and soon expanded her repertoire to include freelance feature articles. Writing under the pseudonym Ann Richards, she has been published in several Canadian magazines and newspapers, including both the Calgary and Toronto Sun.  She alternates her time between Calgary, Alberta and Bucerias, Mexico and is currently working on the sequel to Don’t Believe Everything You See. 

Her book is available at her website:  www.Amazon.com
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